ioo                         OKHAMANDAL

insignificant amount of the outstanding arrears, a proposal
which the Resident characterised as '& piece of splendid
generosity'.1 They agreed to the condition that the
Waghers should be free to present their petitions to the
Residency for a period of five years, on the ground urged
by the Resident that too drastic a change all at once might
breed a want of confidence in the Baroda Government.
At the same time, the Dewan pointed out that during the
process of weaning, the Wagher had behaved like spoilt
children. They had 'learned to disdain hard toil because
opportunities have been freely supplied to them for earn-
ing an easy livelihood'.2 They could not go abroad with-
out passes, and like caged birds they had lost the use of
their wings, or, as the Dcwan put it with a quaint mixture
of metaphors, "they have lost the ability to fly out and
stand on their own legs'.

The rendition was agreed to by the Government of
India, practically on the same conditions as those origin-
ally offered by the Resident. They, however, added a
further stipulation that the Baroda Government would
undertake to pay compensation for any damage done by
Baroda Waghers in neighbouring territory. This alluded
to a quaint but obsolete custom. If the subjects of one
State committed crimes in another State, the village from
which the offenders came was held responsible for the
payment of damages to the injured village. The pro-
cedure was for the one State to pay to the other, the
former recovering from its own village, and the latter
making over the proceeds to the village entitled to it.
The Dewan very rightly objected to the revival of this
obsolete custom. Not only would the compensation
probably fall upon the Government, since the Waghers
were a poverty-stricken lot, but since the District of
Okhamandal was surrounded only by the territory of

1 Okhamandal Selections* Part VI, p. 7,                              B Ibid., p. 12.